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Program includes visits to the Chateaux of Chambord, Blois, Chenonceau, Amboise, Azay le

Rideau, Villandry, Saumur, Angers. Between Saumur and Angers, a visit to the Royal Abbey of
Fontevraud cannot be missed.

Visit to the Mont Saint Michel, to Rouen [Joan of Arc], Giverny [Monet's Gardens and Museum] and
another not to be missed Chateau Thoiry. Extended stay [additional cost depending on the type
visit] would include Vaux-le-Vicomte the most beautiful gardens in France.
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Chateau Chambord the largest of the royal
chateaux in the Loire Valley. This was the king’s
hunting lodge where he entertained other nobility
and guests.

Chateaux Blois’s was built by Louis XIlI, who was
born in Blois in 1462, the chateau became the
favorite residence of the kings of France for
more than a century. Blois was the first
construction undertaken by Francois | and his
successors often resided here. Francois Il spent
half of his brief reign at the chateau and Henri Il
twice summoned the Estates General of the
kingdom here in an attempt to end the Wars of
Religion (1576 and 1588) twice.

Early departure from Paris at 7:30 am by private air-conditioned minibus. Drive to Chambord. We
will have a drink (coffee or fresh drink) before we start the guided visit to the Royal Chateau of
Chambord, starting at 10:00am. The chateau is one France’s largest and most beautiful. It was built
for the King Francois | in the 16th century. The visit lasts between 2 and 3 hours according to your
needs and expectations. We will visit the wide domain that surrounds the chateau by car.

Lunch at Cour Cheverny

Afternoon visit to Chateau Blois [Renaissance architecture], built at the 15th century for the King
Louis XIl and Anne de Bretagne, then home to a series of French kings, and also the place where
Joan of Arc went (in 1429) to be blessed by the Archbishop of Reims before she departed with her



army to drive the English from Orléans. Guided tour is scheduled at 2:30pm and lasts one hour. The
visit can be completed by a private tour of the old city to explore the medieval streets, and old
mansions (this service is offered to small groups up to 5 participants, and it's not included in our
price).

Fresh drinks at a café bordering the Loire river.

5:00 pm: Transfer to south of Tours at the charming Tilleul B&B Inn. We plan to arrive there at
around 6:15pm.

Check-in and relax in your room before having an aperitif at 7:30pm. We plan to stay in the same
property for 3 nights, considering its perfect location to explore the most interesting and beautiful
Loire Valley chateaux. The privately owned typical Loire Valley mansion offers 4 rooms and suites,
each one with a private bathroom. The rooms can be shared as all have 2 beds or one queen- sized.

Dinner [French traditional cuisine and accompanied by wine] and overnight at this property.
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In the morning will be a home-made breakfast at the property. At 9:00 am, our departure to
Chenonceau (it takes about 35mn to get there). Historic Chateau de Chenonceau sits over the river
Cher, where the unique beauty of its architecture reflects in the water. It is also called the Chateau
des Dames because it owes a large part of its charm to women: it was built in 1513 by Katherine
Briconnet, then made even more attractive by Diane de Poitiers and Catherine de Medicis, and
saved from the rigors of the French Revolution by Mrs Dupin. The chateau is surrounded by very
pretty formal gardens and to reach the chateau and gardens you walk up a long wooded road--very
beautiful and amazingly romantic.

Our visit lasts almost 3 hours [chateaux and gardens].

Chﬁonceau fhe Chateau des Dam'es Chateau Amboise & Clos Luce

Lunch will be at the Orangerie in the Chenonceau Pa  rk.

A short drive links us to Amboise, jewel of the Loire Valley that is built upon the hill, and overlooks



the river and began its life at the 11th century. Expanded and improved over the centuries, it was
seized by Charles VII and became the favourite of French kings, especially Charles VIII who decided
to rebuild it extensively, at the end of the 15th century. Henry Il and his wife, Catherine de Medici’
raised their children in Chateau d’Amboise along with Mary Stuart, the child Queen of Scotland who
had been promised in marriage to the future king Francois Il.

Amboise gained international recognition thanks to Leornardo da Vinci who visited the King Francois
lerin 1515, and then lived and worked in Clos Lucé, connected to the chateau by an underground
passage.

Transfer to the Tilleul B&B Inn and overnight here.

7:30pm: Independence Day special aperitif and dinner accompanied by wine.
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A welcoming good morning home-
made breakfast at the property. Then a
9:00 am departure to Azay-le-Rideau
which is one of the most beautiful
gems of Renaissance architecture and
built under the reign of King Francois I.

The chateau stands out in its watery
setting, encircled by the Indre river, in
which its facades are reflected. It's

; - surrounded by a park forming a screen
Chateau Azay-le-Rideau of greenery around. You will explore

a Renaissance Masterpiece the chateau through a two-hour private
visit-conference.

Chateau Villandry

Lunch at I'Aigle d’Or located steps to the Azay le Rideau chateau. If weather allows we could have
our lunch break on the outside terrace.

Afternoon visit to Chateau Villandry and its amazin g gardens , with the same private guide we
hire also for Azay. Our visit includes the chateau and its gardens. Villandry has been built at the
16th century , totally influenced in its architecture by the Italian and Middle Ages. It prefigures the
French classical style ,also known as the Henry IV Style. Villandry boasts unique "Renaissance”
gardens, among the most fascinating gardens of France and of the World . Villandry’s Ornamental
Gardens, water Garden, Herb Garden, and Kitchen Garden have an international fame. This last one
has been created since the Middle Ages, grown by monks in amazing geometrical shapes.

Transfer to the Tilleul B&B Inn. Dinner and Overnight at this property
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Another welcoming good morning home-made breakfast at the property. We check-out after
breakfast around 8:30am. By car, we drive to Fontevraud through Sainte Maure de Touraine
[famous goat cheese] and the wine route.



Chateau Chinon is nearby.

Fontevraud is one of the Loire
Valley historic spots because
it's a royal abbey. It takes one
hour to get there from the
property we just left and it's on
the way to Saumur.

Royal Abbey Fontervraud mmﬁéhateéu er
The Abbey of Fontevraud was founded around 1101 by the reformer Robert d'Arbrissel in the heart
of the Anjou, Touraine and Poitou regions. Construction continued without interruption from the 12th
to the 18th centuries. A veritable monastic city occupying 14 hectares, it was one of the largest
monasteries in the West. The order had both a community of men and a community of women, and
had the distinction of being under the authority of a woman. Chosen from religious women of noble
birth, 36 abbesses, including 16 of royal blood, ran the order of Fontevraud between 1115 and 1792.
Fontevraud was protected by powerful patrons, the first of which were members of Plantagenet
family. For this reason, the abbey church contains the wonderful polychrome recumbent tomb
figures of Henri Il Plantagenet and his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine, of their first son Richard the
Lionhearted, and of Isabelle of Angouleme, the wife of their younger son, John Lackland. The
abbesses also had close ties to several kings of France, and especially those of the Bourbon family.
The last four daughters of Louis XV were raised at the abbey. At the French Revolution, Fontevraud
was the richest and the most powerful abbey in the kingdom. Napoleon | turned it into a prison in
1804, a function it continued to fulfil until 1985. Since 1975, it houses a cultural centre (Centre
culturel de I'Ouest).

End of the morning, we leave Fontevraud and drive through small countryside roads until we arrive
to the village of Montsoreau and its hilltop chateau overlooking the Loire river. We follow the road
along the river while admiring the picturesque and rudimentary troglodytes’ [cliff houses and grottos]
curved into the limestone rock. Some have been transformed into houses, hotels and B&Bs. The
cliff houses are very unique indeed, a must see, Montsoreau is only 8 miles to Saumur.

Lunch in Saumur at a typical bistrot in the ancient district.

Afternoon visit to the chateau of Saumur, dating back to the 10th century, and built by the Count of
Blois as a fortified stronghold against Norman predations. It overlooks the confluence of the Loire
and the Thouet. Following its destruction in 1067, the chateau was rebuilt by Henry Il of England in
the later twelfth century. In the early part of the 1200s, Philip Il of France made Saumur part of his
royal domain.

The page for September in the Tres Riches Heures du Duc de Berry [llluminated Manuscript] depicts
the Chateau as it looked in 1410. It changed hands several times until 1589 when the Protestant
King Henri IV of France and Navarre gave the castle to Duplessis-Mornay. In 1621 the castle was
converted into an army barracks. Nearly two centuries later it was converted into a state prison
under Napoleon Bonaparte.

The last historical site to explore today is Chateau Angers . Situated on a Gallo-Roman site,
around the palace of the first counts of Anjou, who belonged to the Plantagenét dynasty, the fortress
of Angers dominates the city with its 17 towers built by Saint Louis between 1230 and 1240. It was



one of the most formidable military constructions in the kingdom of France, and it still remains the
best preserved one in the north of the Loire river. In the 14th and 15th centuries, the dukes of Anjou
settled their princely court there. Just like that of Burgundy or Berry, the court of Anjou exerted its
influence over the political and artistic life of the kingdom of the De Valois family. It succumbed to
first Italian influences of the Renaissance, as one can see in the Logis Royal gallery (royal suite).
The castle was made yet more beautiful by the King René in the 15th century. It attracts numerous
visitors today thanks to the amazing Tapestry of the Apocalypse, a masterpiece of more than 100
metre long and 6 metre high. It was woven for the duke Louis | of Anjou towards 1735 and then
bequeathed to the Saint-Maurice cathedral by the King René of Anjou. It is the most famous
medieval tapestry.

Late in the afternoon, we drive to St Georges-s-Loire about 12 miles from Angers, to stay at the
privately owned Chateau de I'Epinay which is a pure 13th century architectural jewel renovated at
the 16th and 18th.

Nestled in a 18 acres private park boarded by the quiet Loire river tributary called “La Boire”, this
remarquable chateau was almost in ruins when its current owners bought it and begun a five-year
renovation works before welcoming guests in a luxury and elegant environment.

The chateau offers a wide living room with a monumental white stone fireplace, and an elegant
dining room where home-made breakfasts and dinners are served. The first and the second floors
lead into eight wide rooms and suite from 270 to 485 sq ft each. All rooms and suites overlook the
park and are luxuriously decorated with stylish antiques and furnished with modern comforts. The
fireplaces and high ceilings remind the history of the chateau and give the rooms an elegant style
and a wellbeing feeling to the guests. Modern amenities include a private bathroom with tub and
shower, hairdryer and bath robes.

Aperitif, dinner accompanied by wine, and overnight at the property.
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After a recovering quiet night, and a delightful breakfast, we check-out of I'Epinay and drive to the
Mont Saint Michel at the border between Brittany and Normandy. It takes about 3 hours to get there.
We will spend the all afternoon on this unique pilgrimage site, including the lunch break that we will
have a typical auberge on the island.



You'll meander up and
through the tiny village
up to the Abbey and
passing by La Mere
Poulard’s fine eatery.
Note: La Mere Poulard
was one of the ‘Les
Meres de France’ in
other words famous
lady chefs of France.

The Abbey of Mont Saint Michel

The history of the Mont Saint Michel starts in 708. As a dream led Saint Aubert, the bishop of
Avranches, to create a shrine to Saint Michael at this site. Mont Saint-Michel then became one of the
major pilgrimage destinations in medieval Christendom In 966, the Duke of Normandy entrusted the
sanctuary to the care of the Benedictines of Saint Wandrille. The monks built a magnificent abbey
which the Middle Ages considered as the image of the Heavenly Jerusalem on earth. In the 11th and
12th centuries, they constructed a Romanesque monastery with the church on the top of the hill. A
part of this abbey burned down in 1204. It was replaced by the famous "batiment de la Merveille", a
building constructed north of the church in a few years' time that includes halls for the pilgrims and
rooms strictly reserved to the monks (scriptorium, refectory). Then from the middle of the 13th
century to the beginning of the 16th century, the monks completed the ring around the church on the
east and south by constructing the abbot's residence and buildings to house the abbey's legal and
administrative services. During the Hundred Years' War, the village at the foot of the abbey was
surrounded by massive ramparts. The heroic resistance of Mont Saint-Michel to the English made
the abbey a national symbol. The abbey is thus an exceptional example of the full range of medieval
architecture. A two-hour conference of the abbey is included in our visit.

Late afternoon, we drive to Laramad charming 3-star hotel owned by friends of your guide Corinne,
Veronique and Dominique Gilbert. It's located 15mn to the Mont Saint Michel. You will relax in your
elegant room, before having dinner in Avanches at La Croix d’Or, and overnight at this *** star hotel.
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After breakfast, a morning check-out, and then transfer to Rouen. It will take about 2hr and 30mn to
get there from Avranches. We will drive through Caen and Pont Audemer. This area is very typical to
Normandy with half-timbered houses and cottages, and lush fields with cows and apple trees.

We plan to arrive in Rouen around noon. We will check-in at “La Maison qui Penche”, a unique
charming B&B, located steps to the Big Clock in the ancient district.

After our lunch in Rouen, you will have a two-hour guided tour of the city, including the visit to the
cathedral. Rouen is also called the City of a Hundred Spires,



From the far left, the Cathedral of
Rouen depicted in many of Monet's
paintings. The Gros Horloge [the
large clock] a Renaissance clock
tower built in the late 1300s and still
works. And of course Joan of Arc,
the Musée Jeanne d'Arc is located
at 33 place du Vieux Marché, in
Rouen.

Rouen Cathedral Gros Horloge Joan of Arc Tapesty

After the guided tour, you will have time free for shopping in the city, or relax. There will be a
gourmet farewell dinner at Michelin-star ‘Relais & Chateaux Restaurant Gil'.

Overnight at La Maison Qui Penche — photos below:
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A wonderful home-made breakfast, and then a morning check-out, and transfer to Giverny to visit to
Maison de Monet and its elegant gardens.

More information about the foundation at: http://www.fondation-monet.fr/uk/

It will take about 2hr and 30mn to get there from Avranches. We will drive through Caen and WWII
Memorials and Gardens and Pont Audemer. This area is very typical to Normandy with half-timbered
houses and cottages, and lush fields with cows and apple trees.

Lunch at L'’Auberge du Vieux Moulin in Giverny. After lunch, we’ll transfer to Chateau Thoiry to
visit the chateau and gardens.

Thoiry is a family chateau property of Count & Countess de la Panouse. Each year, Vicomtessa
de la Panouse continues an ongoing program of embellishment of the drawing rooms open to
the public. It's a rare and unique example of the esoteric Renaissance architecture, created to
be a transparent bridge of light with its parterres form a solar calendar on landscape. This June



is the 450" anniversary of Chateau Thoiry itself, with special celebrations for the 2 week
solstice.

Besides the zoo, and wildlife reserve that you drive through, Chateau Thoiry boasts beautiful
gardens, a gigantic maze, the White Garden, the Rose Garden, Perfume Garden, Autumn
Garden, Bluebell Wood with centuries old trees and rhododendrons, thousands of other rare
trees and flowering shrubs, the Hydrangea Walk and a Long Border of perennials are an
enchantment with its colors and fragrances.

Price of this per person:  $ 2,610 per person for a group of 6 participants
$ 2,980 per person for a group of 4 participants

Price includes:
Private ground transportation by air-conditioned minibus during 7 full days
3 nights’ accommodation (double occupancy) at the Tilleul B&B nearby the Loire Valley chateaux

1 night's accommodation (double occupancy) at the privaltely owned Chateau de I'Epinay nearby
Angers

1 night’'s accommodation (double occupancy) at Laramad Hotel*** nearby Mont Saint Michel
1 night’'s accommodation (single occupancy) at La Maison Qui Penche B&B in Rouen

6 continental breakfasts

6 lunches at typical restaurants offering traditional French cuisine wine is extra

3 dinners at the Tilleul B&B “table d’hétes”, wine included

1 dinner at Chateau de I'Epinay, wine included

1 dinner at La Croix d’Or restaurant in Avranches, wine is extra

1 dinner at Michelin-star Restaurant Gil in Rouen, wine is extra

Guided visits in English to the chateaux and gardens (10 sites), as detailed in the itinerary
Guided visit in English at Fontevraud Abbey

Guided tour in English at Mont Saint Michel, including the visit to the abbey

Private professional tour guide is hired on Sunday July 5th during the all day

Private guided tours of Blois and Rouen with a professional tour guide



Price does not include: Airfare from the USA, drinks at the restaurants, personal insurance and
personal expenses. Air and Personal Travel Insurance can be arranged and/or supplied by French
at a Touch Travel.

This tour has been personally requested by and designed for French at a Touch Travel, for you by
an exclusive tour supplier of tours of France Travel. Your tour group will be personally escorted by a
designer of France exclusive tour programs, and has over twenty years experience as a publicity
agent and a travel writer for and contributing to numerous French magazines. Thanks to her unique
expertise and strong network, your group will receive a VIP welcome into all castles and gardens
that you will visit. Your personal tour guide was raised in Orleans, in the Loire Valley where her
family is still resides.

Optional Garden Visit to Vaux-le-Vicomte Gardens, considered the most beautiful in France,
designed by the famous landscape architect Le Notre.



